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Instructions: 
 
1. This Handbook is one of two principal items of pre-departure 

orientation materials you will receive – the other item is the 
Policies and Procedures Handbook (which should have 
accompanied this program-specific Handbook). 

 
 
2.  Read every section of these handbooks carefully; they contain 

specific and important information about the Brockport-
administered study abroad program that you will be 
participating in.  This handbook describes your obligations and 
responsibilities as a participant and the role of the Office of 
International Education at Brockport in various elements of 
your program.  The Policies and Procedures Handbook 
explains how study abroad at Brockport works and what 
conditions govern your participation. 

 
 
3. If you have any questions or if you don’t completely understand 

any part of the contents of this handbook or of any of the other 
orientation materials you receive, contact the Office of 
International Education at Brockport. 

 
 
4. Make a copy of this Orientation Handbook (or download it from 

our web site) and leave it with that member of your family who 
is looking after your affairs in your absence.  The information it 
contains will enable her/him to better understand the program 
and its requirements. 

 
 
 



�

 

TO: Brockport Summer 2008 Waterford Institute of 
Technology Program Participants 

 
FROM: The Office of International Education 

The College at Brockport 
State University of New York 

 
RE: Waterford Summer 2008 Program Orientation 

Handbook 
 
 

This Orientation Handbook  has been prepared by Brockport's 
Office of International Education to help you prepare for your 
participation in our Summer Overseas Academic Program in 
Waterford, Ireland.  Please read the following pages carefully and 
bring this booklet to Waterford with you. 

 
Prospective participants are STRONGLY ADVISED to prepare for 
their participation in Brockport's Overseas Academic Program by 
independent reading and research on Ireland.  It is your 
responsibility to learn as much as you can about the history, 
people, customs, language(s), currency, system of banking, 
educational system, etc., etc. BEFORE you leave.  Failure to 
prepare adequately for your participation in this program will 
guarantee that your participation will NOT be as rewarding as it 
might have been. 

 
If you have any questions about the information contained in this 
Handbook , contact the Office of International Education at 
Brockport before your departure. 

 
While the information contained in this Handbook  fairly and 
accurately describes the Brockport Program in Waterford and the 
various elements of those programs, as they are at the time that 
these materials were prepared, remember that the terms of your 
participation in each program are subject to change without notice 
and that the Office of International Education undertakes no 
guarantee  that costs, fees, rates of exchange, conditions of 
housing, or the content of the academic programs will remain the 
same as they are described herein. 
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1. ACCEPTANCE FORM AND PROGRAM ACCEPTANCE 
FEE: 

 
Your letter of admission asked you to return your completed program 
acceptance form within ten days .  This Orientation Handbook is usually 
sent only after we have received that form, accompanied by the 
non-refundable $200 program acceptance fee.  If you have not sent us 
the form and acceptance fee, please do so immediately. 
 
Checks or money orders (do not send cash) should be made payable to 
"BASC/International Programs, 271-822," and sent with the offer of 
admission acceptance form to the Office of International Education at 
Brockport.  Please be sure that your name, address and social security 
number are on the check or money order, along with the program name 
(i.e., "the Waterford Institute of Technology Program"). 
 
The program acceptance fee assures your place in this summer 
Overseas Academic Program. 
 
NOTE:  By accepting our offer of admission, you have explicitly agreed 
to participate in this summer overseas academic program sponsored by 
Brockport’s Office of International Education during the period for which 
that offer of admission was extended.  If, subsequently, you change 
your mind about participating, you will NOT receive a refund of the $200 
acceptance fee.  Also, if you do not inform us of an intention to withdraw 
from the program (in writing) at least thirty days prior to the start of the 
program, you will be held liable for whatever moneys will have been 
advanced on your behalf up to that date (typically, housing and some 
travel contracts are signed at least one month prior to the arrival of 
students) in expectation of your participation.  It is important that you 
understand clearly this financial implication of your decision to accept 
an offer of admission to this overseas academic program as well as the 
importance of the timing of a subsequent withdrawal.  If you have any 
questions about this or any other aspect of your participation call us. 
 
 
2. THE HEALTH, SAFETY AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

FORMS 
 

("The [6] Green Forms"). 
 
The College at Brockport, State University of New York requires that all 
overseas program participants complete all six  of the items described 
in this section.  The Office of International Education at Brockport has 
the right to cancel a student's participation in a program if any of these 
forms indicate a substantial reason to do so, or if all  six of the Health, 
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Safety and Acknowledgment forms are not on file with the Office of 
International Education at least ten days prior to the beginning of the 
program.   
 
1. The Agreement/Release Form: 
The Agreement/Waiver Form is the means by which the participant 
gives the Office of International Education at Brockport an explicit 
assurance that s/he: 

a. has read the Policies Handbook and the program Orientation 
Handbook. 

b. understands the program's rules, as well as the participant's 
obligations, and agrees to abide by them. 

c. is aware that there are risks involved in participation in this (or any) 
program that involves travel and is willing to assume those risks. 

d. has appropriate health insurance. 
 e. absolves the university from liability for things and events that are 

beyond its control. 
 f. is aware that the university has the right to make changes to the 

program. 
 g. will be responsible for her/his conduct during the period of 

participation in this program. 
 
2. The Physician’s Statement: 
This form is the means by which the Office of International Education 
assures itself that the participant does not have any prevailing medical 
problems that might interfere with her/his participation.  The home 
campus health office  may complete it, provided that the student has a 
basic health history on file.  There is no need to have a major physical 
examination for it unless the participant wishes to do so.  This form is 
simply an assurance from your physician that you are in “good general 
health.”  Remember that a physical handicap does not automatically 
mean “ill health.”  Handicapped students are encouraged to participate 
in Brockport’s overseas programs; they should, however, discuss their 
participation with their campus Director of International Education and/or 
their own physician. 
 
3. The Student Health Information Form: 
This form is the means by which a participant assures the Office of 
International Education that s/he is “fit” enough to participate.  This is 
also the place where a student with special needs may notify the Office 
of International Education of those special needs (in the form of a “Letter 
of Accommodation” from their home campus’s Office of Students with 
Disabilities or the equivalent) at least sixty days prior to the start of the 
program. 
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4. The Insurance Coverage Form: 
SUNY policies require that all students participating in SUNY Overseas 
Academic Programs have “adequate” (by SUNY’s definition) health 
insurance coverage.  The health and safety of those who participate in 
its study abroad programs is the first and overriding concern of 
Brockport's Office of International Education.  To insure that participants' 
health care requirements (and potential requirements) will be met while 
they are abroad, the Office of International Education must be certain 
that "adequate" health insurance has been provided for each of its 
participants.1  This form is the means by which participants provide 
Brockport's Office of International Education with verification that they 
have sufficient and adequate health insurance coverage. 
 
For a waiver of the mandatory health insurance premium to be granted, 
the Health Insurance Coverage form must be accompanied by a 
statement from the participant's health insurance provider (or HMO, 
MANAGED CARE PROVIDER, parents' employer's benefits office, etc.) 
on the letterhead of that provider (or on similarly "official" stationary) 
explicitly identifying what coverage is provided and explicitly stating that 
the provisions of that coverage are in effect for the participant: 

·  During the period when the participant will be abroad; and 
·  For medical treatment received by the participant while outside 

of the United States. 
 
The intent of SUNY's policy of requiring health insurance is to prevent an 
accident or illness while abroad from creating a crushing financial 
burden on the participant and/or her/his family.  The intent of SUNY's 
policy of waiving the requirement that a student purchase the SUNY 
OAP health insurance policy if that student already has the same level 
and type of health insurance coverage from another provider is to allow 
participants to avoid the costs and burden of "double coverage." 
 
There are no exceptions, waivers, or exemptions from the requirement 
that you have this health insurance coverage during the time you will be 
a participant in a Brockport Overseas Academic Program.  If the health 
insurance policy that you are covered by now does not provide this 
coverage and/or in these amounts, appropriate health and accident 
insurance must be purchased from SUNY.  If the health insurance 
policy that you are covered by now does not provide for "medical 
evacuation" or "repatriation of remains," these must be purchased from 
SUNY.  If no request for a waiver or if no statement of existing coverage 

                                                 
1 It should be noted that the SUNY MANDATORY HEALTH INSURANCE POLICY is not an 
HMO policy.  Its purpose is to make sure that if you are seriously ill while abroad you – and your 
family – will not suffer disastrous financial consequences.  Thus, there is no “co-pay” for a visit 
to a doctor or for the cost of a prescription, etc.  While abroad, you will have to pay for all your 
health-related needs and costs and the insurance company will reimburse you for the cost of 
these expenses minus a deductible amount (that is, if you save your receipts). 
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is received prior to the starting date of the overseas program in which 
you are enrolled, the charge for the SUNY health insurance policy that 
appears on your bill for tuition will remain on your tuition bill. 
 
MEDEX: 
You must also have Repatriation and Evacuation [MEDEX] insurance 
coverage for the entire time you will be in Ireland.  This insurance may 
be obtained by purchasing the MEDEX rider of SUNY’s International 
Student Insurance Policy.  You will be billed automatically by Brockport 
for this form of health insurance coverage unless you specifically 
request a waiver2 by means of the Insurance Coverage Form. 
 
5. The Permission to Release Information Form: 
By this form the participant authorizes (or doesn’t authorize) Brockport’s 
Office of International Education to release information about her/his 
participation to specifically designated parties. 
 
6. Certificate of MMR Inoculation: 
All participants in Brockport Overseas Academic Programs who were 
born after 1957 are required to file proof of inoculation against 
MEASLES with the Office of International Education at their HOME 
SUNY CAMPUS (students who do not normally attend another SUNY 
College should [for this purpose only] consider Brockport as their 
"HOME SUNY CAMPUS."  Therefore, the Office of International 
Education at Brockport must have a copy of your Measles, Mumps, 
and Rubella [MMR] Certificate  of Inoculation  on file to prove that you 
have had those inoculations).  This certificate must be obtained directly 
from your physician and sent to the Office of International Education at 
Brockport. (NOTE:  Unless it happens to get printed on green paper, it 
is the only one of the six forms in the health, safety and 
acknowledgment package that is not green). 
 
 
3. REGISTERING FOR THIS STUDY ABROAD PROGRAM:  
 
BROCKPORT Students: 
If you are a Brockport student you must register for Study Abroad at 
Brockport and pay tuition and fees for the terms, sessions, semester(s), 
etc. during which you will be abroad.  You need to do this no later than 
the end of the semester immediately before you are to go abroad.  It is 
very important that you make the necessary arrangements for the 
registration and the payment of tuition and fees for your time abroad.  
Information on how to register  for overseas study should be obtained 
from the Office of International Education at Brockport. 

                                                 
2 An application for such a waiver must be accompanied by proof that you already have an 
equivalent form of insurance coverage (see the Policies Handbook). 
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If you do not get a bill for tuition and fees from Brockport at least 30 
days prior to the start of the program it means that you are not 
registered. 
 
Double check to make certain that all of your university or college 
accounts (e.g. library fines, telephone bills, book store accounts, 
parking tickets, etc.) are paid up before departing for overseas, so that 
no "holds" will be placed against your semester's registration. 
 
SUNY Students: 
If you are a SUNY student you must register for Study Abroad at your 
home SUNY campus and pay tuition and fees there  for the terms, 
sessions, semester(s), etc. during which you will be abroad. You need 
to do this no later than the end of the semester immediately before you 
are to go abroad.  It is very important that you make the necessary 
arrangements for the registration and the payment of tuition and fees for 
your time abroad.  Information on how to register for overseas study 
should be obtained from the Office of International Studies on your 
home SUNY campus. 
 
If you do not get a bill for tuition and fees from your home SUNY 
campus at least 30 days prior to the start of the program it means that 
you are not registered.  Additionally, you should anticipate a bill for the 
Program Fee from Brockport. 
 
Double check to make certain that all of your university or college 
accounts (e.g. library fines, telephone bills, book store accounts, 
parking tickets, etc.) are paid up before departing for overseas, so that 
no "holds" will be placed against your semester's registration. 
 
NON-SUNY Students: 
If you are a non-SUNY student, you will be registered at (and must pay 
tuition and fees to) Brockport as a non-matriculated "Visiting Student." 
You need to do this no later than the end of the semester immediately 
before you are to go abroad.  It is very important that you make the 
necessary arrangements for the registration and the payment of tuition 
and fees for your time abroad.  Information on how to register  for 
overseas study should be obtained from the Office of International 
Education at Brockport.  
 
Non-SUNY students need to check with their home campus to follow 
the appropriate policies and procedures on their home campus to allow 
them to register at Brockport. 
 
Double check to make certain that all of your university or college 
accounts (e.g. library fines, telephone bills, book store accounts, 
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parking tickets, etc.) are paid up before departing for overseas, so that 
no "holds" will be placed against your semester's registration. 
 
Brockport’s Registrar’s office requires all registered students to go on 
line at Brockport’s website (www.brockport.edu) and complete the 
Affirmation of Enrollment procedure.  Students will receive instructions 
from the Registrar’s Office as to how this is done.  All Brockport 
program participants MUST affirm their registration at Brockport (even 
those SUNY students also registered at other SUNY campuses). 
 
 
4. TRAVEL DOCUMENTS 
 
You will need a valid Passport to enter Ireland.  Similarly, (although 
NONE are currently at the time this is written-required for entry into the 
Brockport Waterford program) you might also wish to consider obtaining 
vaccinations for inoculations against various illnesses prior to your 
departure from the United States.  Participants are also strongly advised 
to complete the process of obtaining an International Student ID card 
from the Office of International Education at Brockport. 
To enter the United Kingdom you MUST have: 

·  A US passport valid for the duration of your stay (+6 months); 
 

You do not currently need: 
·  A Visa (see Visa section); 
·  Vaccinations or inoculations. 

 
Although the latter two are not required for entry into the United 
Kingdom or other Western European countries at the moment, yo u 
will want to keep posted on any possible changes.  Also, if you are 
planning on traveling into any Eastern European countries, you  
will need to check on entry requirements. 
 
It is the responsibility of participants to obtain a passport, the 
required visa and also the  required inoculations  (if any) for entry 
into the country in which the Overseas Academic Program is located 
(and for return to the United States).  These requirements change 
frequently, and it is the participant’s responsibility to keep informed of 
these requirements.  The easiest way to find information is by 
consulting the following government web pages. 

For passports:  http://travel.state.gov/passport_services.html 
For visas:  http://travel.state.gov/foreignentryreqs.html 
For vaccinations, inoculations and other medical advice: 
www.cdc.gov/travel. 
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We recommend that participants in all of Brockport’s overseas 
academic programs consult the “Travel Warnings and Consular 
Information Sheets” page of the US State Department’s Bureau of 
Consular Affairs [http://travel.state.gov/travel_warnings.html] for 
information about civil unrest, natural disasters and disease in countries 
they may be (or wish to be) traveling to or through.  This same 
information may be also be obtained by calling the US State 
Department at (202) 647-5225 and specifying the countries about which 
you seek information. 
 
We hasten to remind everyone that a US State Department “Advisory” 
is quite different than the significantly more serious “Warning” issued by 
the US State Department.3  Peter Greenberg (the travel editor of NBC’s 
Today show) in his book, The Travel Detective  [2001, Villard Books, 
New York ISBN #0-375-75666-3 – available from Amazon.com] notes 
that “just because the State Department issues an advisory does not 
necessarily mean that a country is unsafe….let’s look at what a recent 
advisory said: that US travelers should be aware that Turkish drivers 
pass on the right as well as the left.  Here’s a small news bulletin: Cab 
drivers do that all the time on the East River Drive in Manhattan!” 
 
Another good source of information about conditions in countries that 
you intend to travel to/through is the web page of the British Foreign 
Office (their State Department):  [http:/www.fco.gov.uk]. 
 
A. PASSPORT: 
If you don't have a Passport that will be valid for the duration of your 
stay abroad, you can obtain an application (DSP-11) from any of the 
following places: 

a)  passport agency; 
b) a clerk of any Federal court or State court of record, or a 

judge or clerk of any probate court accepting applications; 
c) a postal employee designated by the postmaster at an office 

which carries applications; or, 
d) you can download the application at: 

travel.state.gov/download_applications.html 
 
The form tells you everything you need to know.  Complete the 
application and take it, along with proof of your US identity (raised seal 
birth certificate, expired passport), photo identification (driver’s license, 
military ID, etc.), and two 2x2 passport photos to the nearest application 
site.  Applications for passports must be made in person.  There is a 
                                                 
3 We also want to remind participants that the issuance of a warning by the US State 
Department that indicates that it is unsafe for US citizens to travel to or through a country or 
which urges US citizens living in that country to leave is one of the conditions that will result in 
the cancellation of our programs in that country (see the Policies Handbook).  The safety of 
participants is always our first and primary consideration. 
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search engine at:  travel.state.gov/cgi-bin/search.accept.cgi where you 
can locate the office nearest you.  You must also have payment with 
you.   
 
Current fees are $85 for a new passport, $55 for a renewal, and there is 
a $60 charge for expedited service.  Participants should allow 4-8 
weeks for their application to go through and their passport to arrive. 
 
B. VISAS TO IRELAND, THE UK AND OTHER COUNTRIES IN 

EUROPE: 
Your possession of a US passport in no way guarantees you entry into 
a specific country.  Each country abroad defines its requirements to 
enter, and some will want prior approval (by placing a stamp in your 
passport) in the form of a visa.  Visas need to be obtained prior to 
arriving in a particular country, and can be obtained from embassies 
and consular offices.  As stated above, there are currently no 
requirements for visas to enter Ireland or other western European 
countries for less than six months, but you should keep posted.  You 
should bring with you (and be prepared to show immigration authorities 
at the arrival airport) your acceptance letter from Waterford Institute of 
Technology. 
 
C. AT THE AIRPORT: 
Plan on arriving at the airport at least three hours before departure.  
Security is tight for international flights.  You should be able to check 
your bags from your starting destination straight through to Ireland.  
Each airline has different requirements for checked and carry-on 
luggage.  We recommend you check with your airline to learn how many 
pieces of luggage, weight restrictions, and other information concerning 
luggage policies and security measures. 
 
Carry-on:  We suggest the following to carry on with you.  Do not pack 
your passport in your checked baggage and do not put money in 
your checked bag!  Keep your passport, tickets, luggage claim checks 
and boarding passes easily accessible.  Also for the flight:  a pen, 
paper, a book, an ipod and tunes, some snacks, toothbrush/toothpaste, 
and a bottle of water.  They will provide blankets, but sometimes those 
flights are like igloos; bring a sweater.  Many travelers also like to pack 
one change of clothes in their carry-on.  International flights are long 
and it is often more comfortable to have a fresh change of clothes to 
wear upon arrival and in the unfortunate case your luggage is delayed, 
you will be happy to have at least one set of your own clothes to change 
into. 
 
NOTE:  Special meals (i.e., vegetarian) can be prepared by the airlines 
if given at least 24-hour advance notice). 
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5. VACCINATIONS AND INOCULATIONS  
 
The Office of International Education requires proof of an MMR 
inoculation for all participants (see section 3, form 6 above).  Currently 
there are no additional vaccinations to enter the United Kingdom.  If you 
travel outside of this region you may not only need to secure 
vaccinations or inoculations to enter a particular country, but the US 
may require you to have one or more to return into the US.  However, 
the Public Health Service recommends that you have only those shots 
which are required; avoid the risk involved in being vaccinated against a 
disease to which you will not be exposed. 
 
Remember also a tetanus booster is required every ten years.  For 
more information check the Center for Disease Control:  
http://www.cdc.gov/travel/travel.html 
 
If you plan to travel elsewhere, the booklet "Health Information for 
International Travel", available from the Superintendent of Documents, 
US Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402, is useful.  
However, the Public Health Service recommends that you have only 
those shots which are required; avoid the risk involved in being 
vaccinated against a disease to which you will not be exposed. 
A useful resource is the booklet “Health Information for International 
Travel.”  You may obtain a copy by writing to: 

SUPERINTENDENT OF DOCUMENTS 
US GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 
WASHINGTON, DC  20402 

 
The Office of International Education recommends that all participants 
in Brockport overseas academic programs consult their family 
physicians, county health departments and the “Traveler’s Health” 
internet page of the National Center for Infectious Diseases 
[http://www.cdc.gov/travel/] to determine what vaccinations and 
inoculations are most appropriate for them, and what health precautions 
need to be followed.  We advise every participant to read and heed the 
“Traveler Checklist” contained on that web page of the National Center 
for Infectious Diseases. 
 
 
6. INTERNATIONAL STUDENT IDENTITY CARD (ISIC)  
 
All participants in Brockport overseas programs are entitled  to an 
International Student Identity Card.  This ID card allows holders to 
obtain discounts for transportation, admission fees, and accommodation 
while abroad.  We strongly recommend that you obtain this card before 
you leave.  Simply complete the application in the CIEE Student Travel 
Catalog and return it together with a  passport-size photo  to 
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Brockport's Office of International Education.  The fee for the ISIC card 
is  included  in your program acceptance fee. 
 
The ID card also includes basic Medical Evacuation coverage for those 
students who have a full policy covering them while outside the US. 
 
If you plan to travel while abroad you should consider joining the 
International Youth Hostel Federation.  Information about the benefits of 
membership is contained in the CIEE Student Travel booklet. 
 
A.  STUDENT TRAVEL 
If you plan on traveling to the Continent or elsewhere after the program, 
which many students anticipate doing, please note the following points: 

·  the Office of International Education is not responsible for 
coordinating such adventures, nor is it liable for any 
occurrences that may happen while traveling in another 
country or region; 

·  you have enrolled in an academic program, not a vacation 
tour, so you will be expected to coordinate any travel activities 
around your academic responsibilities; 

·  the cost of extra travel either during or after the program is 
not reflected in the cost estimates you have received (no 
home campus accounts for Spring Break in Florida or Cancun 
when providing a budget); and, 

·  just like most US universities, your on-campus housing for the 
program is only arranged for the duration of the academic 
semester and you will need to move out on the program end 
date.  We do not have storage facilities for your luggage, but 
the phone numbers for a couple of storage facilities are listed 
below. 

 
The Office of International Education does however realize that 
students on its programs tend to want to take advantage of their 
newfound close proximity to so many great places and proceed to travel 
extensively.  For that purpose, we provide the following tips and have 
listed the phone numbers or web addresses of several services that 
students might find useful.  We cannot however vouch for the quality of 
the service that they provide and we encourage students planning to 
travel to investigate their options carefully and extensively. 
 
If you are planning on doing a lot of traveling we recommend a few 
purchases: 

1. Consider purchasing a large travel backpack so that all of your 
belongings can be carried on your back.  Trains and buses are 
not the securest places to carry luggage, and you do not want to 
have more than you can handle.  Also, buy an inexpensive lock 
for luggage and never leave it unattended or let somebody 
“watch” it. 
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2. Purchase a money belt and carry your money, travelers checks, 
ATM card, Passport, and other valuables on your person.  It 
never hurts to spread money into multiple places like a shoe or 
brassiere.  Do not carry valuables like portable CD players. 

 
 
7. COSTS 
 
The cost of participation in this program is: $4,900.00 
 
Included in this fee are the following: 
 
1. Program Acceptance Fee ......................................................$200.00 

This fee is due within 10 days  of receipt of notice of your acceptance 
into the program (this fee holds your place in the program and is your 
means of assuring us that you do intend to participate in this 
program.  Normally the fee is non-refundable except in the event that 
the program must be canceled). 
This fee is to be paid directly to Brockport’s Office of International 
Education.  Checks or money orders should be made payable to: 
“BASC/International Programs 271-822” and sent (with your 
acceptance of our offer of admission to the [Insert Name of Specific 
Locale] program) to: 

The Office of International Education 
The College at Brockport 
350 New Campus Drive 
Brockport, NY  14420 

 
2. Tuition and Fees  
Included in the program fee is the cost of six credit hours of 
undergraduate tuition.  Not included are the normal “fees” Brockport 
charges all summer session students. 
 
3. Round trip air fare on the group flight  
The Office of International Education will make arrangements for a 
group flight between New York City and Shannon Airport (see item 8, 
below). 
 
4. Housing and Meals  
Participants will be housed in the newly built Waterford Institute of 
Technology housing unit in Manor Street, which is adjacent to College 
Street (and a very short walk to the campus).  All rooms include 
attached (en suite) bath.  The standard style of accommodation 
included in the cost of the program is double occupancy rooms, but 
single accommodation is available (at a slight additional cost). 
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A meal allowance for one meal  per day (breakfast) Monday to Friday is 
provided. 
 
What is Included in the Program Fee: 

·  Round trip airfare between New York and Shannon; 
·  Accommodation:  Clean, comfortable housing at Waterford 

Institute of Technology throughout the program; 
·  All program related travel within Ireland; 
·  Sightseeing, academic-related activities, topical lectures; 
·  A Welcome party on arrival; 
·  An End of Session Banquet; 
·  Tuition:  All fees and tuition associated with registration in two 

courses:  Irish Constitutionalism and Irish Criminal Justice and Irish 
Culture and Institutions or Child and Family Services in Ireland; 

·  Board:  One meal per day (breakfast) Monday to Friday; 
·  Grade Report/Transcript:  Processing of official grade 

reports/transcripts to facilitate transfer of credit; 
·  Pre-Departure Orientation Materials; 
·  Airport pickup and drop off (Shannon airport only); 
·  Departure/airport taxes; 
·  Guided local sightseeing excursions: 

Kilmainham Gaol [Jail] in Dublin. 
The State Museum. 
The fishing villiage of Dunmore East. 
Cork Prison. 
The town of Cobh to see the Titanic’s last land stop. 
Mahon Falls. 
Tramore. 
Dublin. 
Killkenny Castle. 
Etc. 

·  Various Group Activities. 
 
What is NOT Included in the Program Fee: 

·  Connecting flights within the US to/from the east coast point 
of departure for Ireland; 

·  The cost of a passport or visas (if required); 
·  Meals other than those specified above (i.e., lunches and 

dinners on weekdays, all meals on weekends are not 
included); 

·  SUNY-Mandated Health Insurance; 
·  Personal expenses (laundry, postage, telephone calls, 

souvenirs, non-program related travel, etc.). 
 

WARNING:  DO NOT PAY ANY INVOICE FOR AN “INCLUDED” 
ITEM DIRECTLY TO THE OVERSEAS HOST CAMPUS  
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Any invoice or bill from an overseas host institution that is sent 
directly to a participant – either during the period before departure 
or during the course of the program – for an item included in the 
Program Fee SHOULD NOT be paid by the participant to the host 
university.  That invoice – unpaid – should be sent to the Office of 
International Education at Brockport immediately upon receiving 
it. 

 
If a participant pays a bill received directly from the overseas host 
university – especially for tuition or housing – directly to that 
overseas institution, the participant will have to seek (and obtain) a 
refund directly from the host institution.  The Office of International 
Education will do what it can to help the participant recover the 
duplicate payment, but you should realize that: 

·  You will probably end up paying for the same thing 
twice – once to Brockport and again to the overseas 
host institution. 

·  You will probably lose money on the exchange rate. 
·  If you do manage to get a refund from the host 

institution, not only will you have to wait months to get 
it, that refund will be made at a different (probably less 
favorable) exchange rate than the one you paid it at.  
And you will usually have to pay bank charges for the 
transaction. 

·  The time required to sort out these transactions will 
delay the receipt of your grades. 

 
 
8. TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS 
 
Brockport’s Office of International Education makes arrangements for a 
group flight to/from New York City and Shannon airport.  The cost of this 
group flight is included in the program fee. 
 
 
9. PACKING HINTS 
 
Packing is an important aspect of your planning.  It is not possible to 
express this strongly enough—PACK LIGHT!  THINGS ARE CHEAP!   
YOU WILL SHOP!   These words should be your mantra as you pack. 
You are responsible for carrying your own things.  In most cases expect 
that there will be no luggage carts or porters available to help you.  
Other group members have their own things to worry about.  You 
should limit yourselves to one (1) check-in bag and one (1) small carry-
on bag.  (Yes, this can be done!).  A backpack should be your check-in 
bag.  You will also want a day pack for every day usage. 
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10. THE ACADEMIC PROGRAM  
 
A. THE CALENDAR  
Brockport's summer program at the Waterford Institute of Technology is 
of five weeks duration that will begin with the group’s departure from 
JFK International Airport to Shannon airport on 20 June and return 22 
July. 
 
B. THE CONTENT 
The academic portion of the Program consists of three courses (you 
select two) taught by members of the faculty of Waterford Institute of 
Technology: 

·  Irish Culture and Institutions, or 
·  Irish Constitutionalism and Irish Criminal Justice, or 
·  Child and Family Services in Ireland 

 
1.  Irish Culture and Institutions** 
This course will examine the factors that influence the development of a 
unique Irish culture and will include such topics as: 

·  The emergence of Irish culture 
·  Irish “Identity” 
·  The role of religion in Irish society 
·  Irish Literature 
·  Education 
·  Language 
·  The Media 
·  Family; Women and Children 
·  Nationalism and Northern Ireland 
·  Sport and Music 

This is an immersion course that all students will take. 
 
2.  Irish Constitutionalism and Irish Criminal Justice** 
This course will examine the following topics: 
1. Irish Constitutional history and development, including an analysis of 

the historical, political, social and cultural factors that influenced the 
drafting of our present Constitution, Bunreacht na hEireann.  It 
compares Ireland’s constitution to U.S. and South Africa. 

2. The Right to Life, including the right to die a natural death. 
3. The Right to Silence and how this has been eroded by statutory 

enactments. 
4. The Right of Access to a Lawyer and not to be deprived of liberty 

except in accordance with law, including the emergency provisions 
within the Constitution itself. 

5. The concept of expansion of the constitution through judicial 
interpretation and its impact on society. 
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6. Constitutional change and the socio/legal socio/politico factors which 
contribute to such change. 

7. Comparative Analysis of Politics and the Law - An Irish Perspective. 
 
3.  Child and Family Services in Ireland** 
This course introduces students to child and family welfare from Irish 
perspective.  This course begins with a socio-historical overview of 
childhood and family life in Ireland.  It offers an in depth study of the 
socio-legal contexts and provisions for state intervention in the area of 
child protection, family support, and community welfare. 
 
A central component of this course will be a close working relationship 
with service providers (community care workers, residential childcare 
facilities, foster care families and community development projects) and 
service users (children who live in care) including visits to agencies and 
interactive workshops with service providers. 
 
**Participants must choose either Irish Constitutionalism or  Child and 
Family Services as a second course. 
 
The non-academic  portion of the program will consist of day and/or 
evening excursions, field trips and/or sightseeing trips to such places4 
as: 

·  Kilmainham Jail in Dublin 
·  Inistiogue village – setting for numerous films 
·  Dunbrody Famine Ship 
·  Hook Lighthouse – the oldest in Europe 
·  Killkenny Castle 
·  Rock of Cashel 
·  Blarney Castle 
·  The Irish Legislative Assembly 
·  Etc. 

 
We have also added a weekend away to the west of Ireland.  This will 
be a 3-day escorted tout to many of the popular attractions of the 
southwest of Ireland.  There will also be a program of “evening 
entertainments” at various Waterford pubs. 
 
C. THE HOST INSTITUTION: 
Waterford Institute of Technology: 
The program will take place at the College Street campus of the 
Waterford Institute of Technology.  You should visit WIT’s website 
[www.wit.edu.ie] to learn more about this institution. 
                                                 
4 The places and events listed here are intended as examples of the type of places that will be (and/or, in previous summers, 
have been) visited.  The Program Director reserves the right to make changes to this schedule of places/events.  An itinerary of 
the actual sights/places to be visited during the summer of 2008 will be distributed to participants prior to the start of the 
program. 
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The City of Waterford  
Famous as a port city on the south bank of the River Suir the city of 
Waterford has a unique character that is enhanced by a maze of 
ancient streets and lanes lined with buildings of many ages. 
 
The city was founded by the Vikings some 1,100 years ago. It had 
extensive trading links with Viking settlements overseas.  Conquered by 
the Anglo-Normans in 1170 the victorious leader Strongbow sealed his 
victory by marrying Aoife, daughter of the King of Leinster - reputedly in 
Reginald's Tower. 
 
Several Norman monarchs of England visited the city and it was 
extended and its walls further fortified by the Normans.  The city was 
first granted a charter by King John in the year 1215 some months 
before he signed the famous Magna Carta.  In the centuries that 
followed the city prospered as Ireland's chief port for European trade. 
Waterford had privileged status and withstood siege on two occasions 
in 1487 and in 1495 to maintain its loyalty to the Tudors.  The first of 
these attempts involved Lambert Simnel who besieged the town for 6 
weeks.  In the second of these assaults Perkin Warbeck made an 
attempt to sieze the English throne but was driven off by the citizens of 
Waterford, who sank most of his ships and pursed him to Cornwall.  For 
that the city received its motto “Urbs Intacta Manet Waterfordia. 
 
In the late sixteenth century, Waterford remained intensely catholic and 
earned the title Parva Roma.  Administered by an oligarchy of merchant 
families, most of its civic offices were in the hands of the élite.  The 
power and wealth of the merchant princes was broken in the 
seventeenyh century by the Cromwellians.  The local merchants left to 
form emigrant communities all across Western Europe.  Indeed the city 
was put up for sale, but no bids were received.  Prosperity returned in 
the eighteenth century, efforts were made to attract foreign merchants, 
and French, Dutch, English and Danish merchants settled here. 
 
The city was extended along the Quay in 1704. At this time also the 
important link with Newfoundland developed.  This link brought wealth 
to Waterford, and a Waterford colony to Atlantic Canada.  One man 
above all others is responsible for the city we now know, John Roberts 
(1714-1796) an outstanding architect has stamped his mark on the city. 
 
In the late 18th century Waterford emerged as a manufacturing centre 
with a glass industry which was considered to be the best in Europe. 
This industry was destroyed in the early 19th century by the imposition 
of heavy tariffs but was revived in 1947 and is once again famous. 
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D. TRANSCRIPT AND CREDIT DISTRIBUTION:  
Normally a final grade report will show 6 credits of upper division 
undergraduate credits earned in the summer Waterford, Ireland 
program. 
 
E. GRADES: 
At most SUNY campuses, as well as other universities, participants will 
receive letter grades (some with plus and/or minus) for their learning 
experience abroad.  That is, these grades will be reported as letter 
grades on the student's home campus transcript, and for the most part, 
will be part of the computation of a student's overall GPA. 
 
 
11. HOUSING 
 
Participants will be housed in the newly-built Waterford Institute of 
Technology accommodation in Manor St., which is adjacent to College 
Street (and a very short walk to the campus.  All rooms include attached 
(ensuite) bath.  The standard style of accommodation included in the 
cost of the program is double occupancy rooms, but single 
accommodation is available (at an additional cost). 
 
 
12. HEALTH CARE  
 
If you suffer from any allergies or are on some special medication it is 
strongly recommended that you take the necessary medicines and 
prescriptions with you to Ireland.  If you wear glasses, it is a good idea 
to take an extra pair with you or, at least, the lens prescription.  It is also 
a good idea to carry with you a small first aid kit for on-the-road use 
(this should include some first aid cream, Alka Seltzer, aspirin, a few 
band-aids, a roll of tape, etc.). 
 
 
13. DRUGS 
 
The possession, use or sale of controlled substances (including 
marijuana) are all criminal offenses in Ireland.  Drug laws are severe 
and rigorously enforced.  You are urged to read and heed the 
information from the State Department concerning this. 
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14. PROGRAM POLICIES AND REGULATIONS  
 
All of Brockport’s Overseas Academic Programs are governed by the 
policies described in the most recent edition of the Policies and 
Procedures Handbook.  By your acceptance of our offer of admission to 
this program you have agreed to be bound by those policies. 
 
A copy of the Policies and Procedures Handbook normally 
accompanies this Orientation Handbook.  It is also available for 
downloading (as a PDF file) on our web site. 
 
 
15. FINAL NOTES 
 
The program gives you the opportunity to begin to know a different 
culture from within.  This obviously entails adapting your behavior to the 
customs and expectations of the host country.  This is not to deny your 
own culture but to respect that of others.  But another, more subtle, 
responsibility Americans abroad have is to remain open in order to 
become aware of similarities and differences, to learn rather than to 
judge. 
 
When we interact with people of different nationalities, communication 
can break down because their cultural attitudes are fundamentally 
different from ours, and this can lead to feelings of confusion and 
hostility on both sides.  We sometimes call this situation "culture shock."  
To move beyond this stage involves maintaining an open mind, and 
investing effort in trying to understand another culture, from the point of 
view of a member of that society. 
 
This experience can be the most exciting and rewarding of your 
educational career.  We will do all we can to enable you to make it a 
success for you. 
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